Lesson 21
The Judgeship of Samson
Judges 13:1 – 14:20
· Questions

1. What do we learn about Israel’s sin-cycle from Judges 13 – 16?

The sin (13:1):


The servitude (13:1; 14:4; 15:11):


The supplication (?):
The savior (13:5,24-25):


The salvation / silence (15:20; 16:31):

2. What tribe was Samson from and what vow of service did he take during his life (13:2-7)?

3. What did Manoah want to learn from the angel of the Lord concerning his son (13:8-14)?

4. What sacrifice did Manoah offer and what happened during the sacrifice (13:15-20)?

5. How did Manoah and his wife know that the Lord had blessed them (13:21-25)?

6. What did Samson want and how was his request a part of the Lord’s plan (14:1-4)?
7. What did Samson kill with his own hands and what did he later eat (14:5-9)?

8. What riddle did Samson tell (14:10-14) and how was it eventually revealed (14:15-20)?

· Digging Deeper

1. Who were the Philistines (13:1; see Gen. 21:32; 26:1; Deut. 2:23; Amos 9:7; Jer. 47:4)?

2. What is the Nazirite vow, where is it found in the OT, and who else in the Bible was a Nazarite (13:5,7; 16:17)?
3. Why did Samson not tell his parents where he got the honey (14:9)?

4. Where are Zorah, Eshtaol, and Timnah located (13:25; 14:1)?

5. Where else do we read about the Spirit’s power over the judges (13:25; 14:6,19)?

· Applications for Today

1. We must dedicate our lives to the Lord by abstaining from unclean living (13:7,14;                  2 Cor. 6:14 – 7:1; 1 Peter 2:11).

2. The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world. Parents need to learn from God how to raise a child before the child is born (13:8,12,14; Eph. 6:4).

3. There is great fear in the presence of the Lord. One day we all will see God in the judgment day (13:22; see also 6:22-23; Heb. 12:28-29).

4. The Lord blesses those who offer sacrifices to him (13:23; 1 Pet. 2:5-9).

5. Christians need to be careful who they date and marry (14:2; 1 Cor. 7:39; 1 Pet. 3:7).
6. Parents need to be careful what they give their children. Ruined character often begins at home (14:2-3; Eph. 6:1-4; Tit. 2:4).
7. The marriage covenant and vow between a husband and wife should be taken seriously  (14:20; Mt. 5:32; Mt. 19:9; Lk. 16:18; Rom. 7:2-3; 1 Cor. 10:11-12).

8. Strong men like Samson can have a weak character that leads to a tragic downfall (14:2,9,15,17,20; Mt. 26:41; 1 Cor. 9:24-27; 10:12).

9. God can strike a straight blow with a crooked stick. God can use foolish, weak, and sinful men like Samson to accomplish his purposes (14:2,9,15,17,20; Gen. 45:4-8; Ex. 9:16; Acts 4:27-28; 8:1-4; Phil. 1:12-19).

